Ahasueros. Therefore,] associated it [the law] with the time of R. 
Joshua b. Nun.” And why should not everyone read the Megillah on 
[that same date of] the fifteenth? 


II:2: It has been taught [in the Tosefta’s version]: R. Joshua b. Qorha 
says, “[If they were surrounded by a wall] from the time of Ahasueros 
[they read the Scroll of Esther on the fifteenth of Adar].” Said R. Yosé 
b. Judah, “Where do we find evidence concerning Shushan, the capital, 
that it was surrounded by a wall from the time of Joshua b. 

Nun?” [Tosefta continues: “But: ‘(that these days should be 
remembered and kept throughout every generation,) in every family, 
province, ant city” (Est. 9:28). Those which are near a city and are 
part of its landscape — lo, they are in its status] [T. Meg. 1:1]. 


II:3: Said R. Yohanan, “Between Gabbath and Antipatris there were 
sixty myriads of villages, and the smallest among them was Beth 
Shemesh. What is written concerning that town? ‘And he slew some of 
the men of Beth Shemesh, because they looked into the ark of the 
Lord; [he slew seventy men of them, and the people mourned because 
the Lord had made a great slaughter among the people’] (1 Sam. 6:19). 
And these were only in one direction. And now if you tried to stick in 
sixty myriads of reeds there it would not hold them!” Said R. Haninah, 
“The land of Israel has shrunk.” All the cities that Joshua counted do 
not add up to a hundred. R. Simeon b. Levi said, “He only counted the 
ones surrounded by a wall.” R. Yosé bar Haninah said, “He only 
counted the ones along the border.” 


II:4: R. Helbo, R. Huna in the name of R. Hiyya the Elder: “All towns 
carry out their obligation to read the Megillah if they do so on the 
fourteenth of Adar, which is the proper time for reading it. [The rule 
that cities surrounded by a wall from the time of Joshua read it on the 
fifteenth] comes to teach you only that the commandments pertaining 
to the reading of the Megillah apply to the second month of Adar 
[should the year be intercalated and a second Adar added, then the 
Megillah is read in the second, not in the first, Adar].” 


eee 


II:5: Nahman son of R. Samuel bar Nahman: “‘[Therefore the Jews of 
the villages, who live in the open towns, celebrate the fourteenth day 
of the month of Adar as a day for] gladness and feasting [and holiday- 
making, and a day on which they send choice portions to one another’ | 
(Est. 9:19). [With reference to “gladness’:] On this basis we learn that 
it is forbidden to mourn [on that day]. ‘Feasting’: On this basis we 
learn that it is forbidden to fast on that day. ‘And holiday-making’: On 
this basis we learn that it is forbidden to do labor on that day.” 


